MARLBOROUGH
the townsfolk. A Court was improvised and a banquet held.
In default of servants the dragoon volunteers waited upon the
guests, and one of them, Colley Gibber, the poet and play-
wright, has left us an impression of Sarah which is so vivid
and agreeable that it demands inclusion.
We had not been many days at Nottingham, before we heard
that the prince of Denmark, with some other great persons, were
gone off from the king to the prince of Orange; and that the
princess Anne, fearing that the king her father's resentment might
fall upon her for her consort's revolt, had withdrawn herself in the
night from London, and was then within half a day's journey of
Nottingham; on which very morning we were suddenly alarmed
with the news, that two thousand of the king's dragoons were
in close pursuit to bring her back prisoner to London. But this
alarm it seems was all stratagem and was but a part of that general
terror which was thrown into many other places about the
kingdom at the same time, with design to animate and unite the
people in their common defence; it being then given out, that the
Irish were everywhere at our heels, to cut off all the Protestants
within the reach of their fury. In this alarm our troops scrambled
to arms in as much order as their consternation would admit of;
when, having advanced some few miles on the London road,
they met the princess in a coach, attended only by the Lady
Churchill (now duchess dowager of Marlbrough), and the
lady Fitzharding, whom they conducted into Nottingham through
the acclamations of the people. The same night all the noblemen,
and the other persons of distinction then in arms, had the honour
to sup at her royal highness's table, which was then furnished
(as all her necessary accommodations were) by the care and at the
charge of the Lord Devonshire.
At this entertainment, of which I was a spectator, something
very particular surprised me; the noble guests at the table hap-
pening to be more in number than attendants out of liveries could
be found for, I, being well known in the lord Devonshire's family,
was desired by his lordship's maitre d'hotel to assist at it. The
post assigned me was to observe what the lady Churchill might call
for. Being so near the table, you may naturally ask me what
I might have heard to have passed in conversation at it; which
I should certainly tell you, had I attended to above two words
that were uttered there, and those were " Some wine and water,"
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